Rheumatic diseases and AIDS--is the association real?
There have been many reports of an association of certain musculoskeletal disorders especially Reiter's syndrome and psoriatic arthritis with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. A review of the first 1,100 HIV positive patients at the University of Cincinnati AIDS Clinic and Treatment Center has revealed 9 with psoriasis of whom 4 developed arthritis, 1 with Reiter's syndrome which predated HIV infection, 9 with nonspecific arthralgias, 7 with diffuse myalgias of whom 5 were AZT and one alpha-interferon related. Three patients with temporal arteritis/polymyalgia rheumatica, 2 of whom are biopsy proven, have been observed. The frequency distribution for race, age, sex for this population was contrasted to that expected. The only increased frequencies were in psoriatic arthritis with 4 cases observed and 0.73 expected and in temporal arteritis/polymyalgia rheumatica with 3 cases observed and 0.3 expected. Whether there is a coincidental or real increase is an important question requiring prospective, epidemiological studies to help determine if the differences reported are demographic or genetic.